
            August 2024 
Reflections…by Pastor Kelly 
 

Ardmore 100>>> 
 
Jesus fed 5,000, then later he fed 4,000.  Each time, he modeled abundance by taking bread, giving 
thanks, breaking and giving.  Taking what is available, giving gratitude to God, dividing it up, sharing 
it.  Each multitude feeding was a sign of God’s abundance, more than enough for everyone.  We have 
much to learn from Jesus’ example, but all too often we slip back into a “scarcity mindset,” thinking 
there is not enough.   
 
As we approach our 100 year anniversary celebration, we will be telling the story of the people       
on whose shoulders we now stand.  The story of Ardmore UMC is one to celebrate.  From the vision  
of those who began forming a church in the neighborhood, to the hard work of raising money by the 
Ardmore Ladies’ Missionary and Aid Society, to the construction of the Sanctuary and Education 
buildings and all of its additions, to the ways people have moved out in service to Winston             
Salem.   The Ardmore UMC story is one of people moved by an abundance of love who made a lasting 
presence of faith in the city.   
 
While we will reflect on our past and honor those who brought us this far on the way, we will also 
start brainstorming on how we will be in ministry for the next 100 years.  In so many ways, we are in 
a different world.  One that is less religious, more diverse, and moving at digital speed.  What form 
will the people of Ardmore take in their ministry in this future?   
 
As we move into this season of celebration, we want to give you a couple opportunities to practice 
abundance through your gifts and service.  On Saturday, September 27th we are holding another 
Ardmore Day of Giving.  Our goal will be to activate 100 people, members and friends of Ardmore, 
into hands-on service to the community.  We will move off campus, to give some time, attention, 
sweat and energy for others.  We are in the process of setting up projects around Winston Salem, 
missions and non profits that need a small team of people to tackle projects that can make their  
regular services operate more smoothly.  Many of these organizations receive financial support 
through our giving to local missions.   Here is how the day will work:  1) gather for a quick breakfast 
at church, 2) travel in teams to various locations to work for others, 3) return to the church for a 
lunch and time of sharing, 4) send out more teams for the afternoon.  This will be an opportunity for 
us to show the community that Ardmore is still producing servant leaders, ready to actively follow in 
the way of Jesus through giving of our time and energy. 
 
A second opportunity to practice abundance is with a gift of gratitude to the Adrmore100+>>>     
campaign.  Our goal for this anniversary campaign is to jumpstart our next 100 years with 
$100,000+.   We have already begun receiving some very generous gifts.  The Church Council will 
meet at the end of October to discern the best use of these gifts to launch our next 100 years of  
ministry together.  Without your financial support through regular tithes and offerings, we could    
not keep our ministries running.  If you would like to contribute a gift, you can send us a check   
made out to the church with “Ardmore100+” in the memo.  So, please consider a gift beyond your 
regular giving so we can jumpstart our next 100 years as we share abundantly into the future. 



The Ladies of Ardmore M.E, South 

 

Just as the work of the early church could not have been carried out without the many women who 
had become followers of Christ, so Ardmore M. E. South might not have survived without the countless 
ladies–wives, widows, singles, mothers, daughters, sisters–who worked to be sure the new church 
thrived and grew. 

 

Three days a er the first organiza onal mee ng, 21 women met to form the Ardmore Ladies’          
Missionary and Aid Society, and elected these leaders: Mary Ward, President; Gladys Smithdeal, Vice 
President, and Eva Miller Jackson, Treasurer. Three days later, they threw a surprise pounding at the 
parsonage for the Hia s. Their first mee ng was held on November 5; they organized a rummage sale 
for November 8, which raised $49.95 of the $836 owed for parsonage furniture. Undaunted, they     
began sewing aprons to sell at the Basketeria on Trade Street on November 22, and followed that with 
a supper in the newly-constructed “hut” on November 25. A Silver Tea was given at the Country Club in 
February 1925, and monthly lawn par es were held at the church throughout the summer of 1925 to 
help raise funds for its work. 

 

Nor was all the work done by the young wives. Rosella Smith Nunn, whose diaries have revealed so 
much about early life at Ardmore, proposed a “birthday jar” in which each member would give a penny 
for each year of their age as a gra tude offering; her friend Virginia Willson kept the jar (Mrs. Willson, 
who was the grandmother of Abner Alexander and Dora Hanks, collected Octagon soap wrappers to 
raise money for the ladies; she died of burns as a consequence of her work in May 1925, and a stained-
glass window and Ladies’ Sunday School class were named for her). Some church events were given by 
all of the ladies, including a going-away recep on when the Hia s were sent to Asheville in October 
1925, an oyster supper for the newly-appointed Rev. L.B. Hayes when he arrived a week later, and a 
Father-Son Banquet on November 10, 1925. Others were carried out by a single member, such as the 
Thanksgiving Supper given by Ida Nunn and the bazaar hosted by Gladys Smithdeal in that same 
month.  

 

By December 1925, the ladies of Ardmore had earned $9206.70; paid for the parsonage furniture and 
paid $1350 to complete payments for the unsubscribed stained-glass windows. They established a firm 
tradi on of working hard to support Ardmore that has con nued through the Women’s Society of 
Chris an Service, United Methodist Women, and the United Women of Faith.  

NEXT: The building of the Sanctuary, 1925 

Church Historian, Barbara Foster 



Big Thank You to Our Ice Cream Makers  Carolyn Coram, Jessica Dalton ,Debbie and Keith Gough, Teri 
Liles, Frances and Dave McDonald, Valerie Martin and Sasha Quintana, Marilyn Parker, Carolyn Webster, 
Debbie and David Williams. 



 

 

Get ready! A Creation Care Team is coming to Ardmore United Methodist Church.  So, what 
does a Creation Care Team do?  This team will help us reflect on the relationship between faith 
and the environment and advocate for the health of all God's children and His creation.  

Team members use their voice, talents, time and resources to inspire and equip our church  
community and others to care for the environment, promote sustainability, advocate for climate 
justice, and offer opportunities for learning and growth.   

That could mean: Planting gardens and trees -  Recycling - Changing light bulbs -
Composting - Beekeeping  -  Putting solar panels on a roof  - Reading books  - Showing 
movies -  EV chargers - Mission trips - Advocacy - Recycling Celebrating Earth Day - 
Trash makeovers   Etc., etc., 

Come learn more on Tuesday, August 13th at 6:30 p.m. in Room 204. We'd love to hear your 
ideas. 

If you  have any questions, please let me know. 

Best, Dawn Lewis dwnlws@gmail.com; 512-636-4733. 

 

Is life weighing you down?  

Are you experiencing a loss or life-changing event?  

Stephen Ministers are here it provide a compassionate, nonjudgmental, confiden al partner to 
walk the journey with you. Ardmore has Stephen Ministers available to listen and provide 
weekly Chris an-based care for you. Call the pastor’s office to refer yourself or a friend.  

    God Bless  



Greetings to and from Ardmore United Women in Faith! 
 

On July 13, those of us fortunate enough to attend had a terrific time at the Yadkin Valley District Summer 
Gathering.  Clergy and Laity were welcomed at Tanglewood Park (in the air conditioned barn) to share     
music, copious amounts of food, and fellowship.  Many of us are hoping for a repeat of the Gathering in    
future summers.  Yadkin Valley District members of United Women in Faith provided paper products and 
decorations.  We also set up a table to display information about our organization.  (Notice the picture below 
of a contingent of the Yadkin Valley UWFaith Board supervising the bouncy house.) 
 

Mission U 2024 will take place  during two days from August 2 through August 3.  For the second year in a 
row we will meet at the Catholic Conference Center in Hickory.    The AUWF Executive Board will meet 
Tuesday, August 6,  at 11:00   
 

Our Ardmore Unit is scheduled to partner with the Shalom Project's Flourish Program on Tuesday, August 
13, to serve the first of the four meals we will provide during 2024-25 at Green Street UMC.  It will be our 
pleasure to serve the Latina group on the 13th.  Servers will be much appreciated. 
The Yadkin Valley District United Women in Faith will meet on Saturday, August 17, at Trinity UMC in King 
for our annual Celebration.  Join us! 
 

Looking ahead to September, we plan to have a general meeting on Tuesday, September 10, at 11:00.  Our 
speaker will be Dawn Lewis who will tell us all about Creation Care.  As you know, at general meetings we 
welcome all circle members...from Miriam, Lydia, the Stitchers, and our At Large members.  Of course this 
meeting will include brunch!  (Look for a reminder in the next newsletter.) 
 
Till September then...Blessings! 
Nancy Norton, President Ardmore United Women in Faith 
 
 











 “Senior Moments” 
 
Summer is fading too fast. I must say that it’s been good to spend time at home and to 
travel a bit. And the rain came after a long dry spell. God is good! Now that I’m settling 
down again, I’m finding lots to do at Ardmore UMC. Christmas in July was lots of fun and 
well attended. August will provide us with more activities for the children and adults. Have 
you been to a “Game Night” at Ardmore? It’s fun and you might get to know some members 
that you haven’t met before. Check the calendar and come out the second Thursday of the 
month to play some games…old games and new games. 
 
I attended the Yadkin Valley District Laity event at Tanglewood last month and I really    
enjoyed it. It was good to see many Ardmore members there and to see friends from other 
United Methodist churches. The food was delicious and quite plentiful, and the music was 
fantastic. I even got a Young at Heart program lined up for September. 
 
Speaking of Young at Heart, we will meet again in September and two ladies from          
Lewisville UMC will present our musical program. They are very good, and I think that they 
will be lots of fun too. Our October program will be “All About Ardmore,” as we celebrate 
our 100 years. As I promised last spring, we will take J.R. and Janice Snider up on their   
invitation to visit J.R.’s trains at their home in Kernersville. We set a date, Thursday,      
August 15. Our timeframe is 11:00 – 12:00ish and we hope for beautiful weather that isn’t 
too hot and NO rain. Since it will be around lunchtime, we can eat lunch at the nearby 
Cracker Barrel afterwards…all who wish to. I will send an email to those who usually attend 
our Young at Heart events, but everyone is welcome to join us. I’ve heard that the trains 
are very interesting and a “must see” activity. Let me know if you would like to see the 
trains with us.  
 
Our Stephen Ministers do a wonderful job of helping others. They also make Communion 
visits on the first Sunday of each month when we have Communion at Ardmore. Those    
who are served appreciate the opportunity to have Communion when they can’t be at our 
worship services. If you would like to have a Communion visit, let me know and we will   
add you to the list. It doesn’t matter if you are in your home or in a retirement or nursing 
facility; we will visit you with Communion. Some of our members from Trinity were Stephen 
Ministers there; they have joined our group and make Communion visits too. Just think, you 
may get to meet some of our newer members and make a new friend if they visit you. 
 
We continue to make plans for our 100th anniversary. I hope that you can participate in 
some or all the activities. The theme is “A Century of Love, Moving Forward with Faith.” 
The word love reminds me of a plaque that I have that I believe is true…” Live Well, Laugh 
Often, Love Much” (unknown). May we all live this way. Love and laughter help us to live 
well. 
 
August Blessings to All, 
Mary Jo 
maryjo@ardmoreumc.org/336-403-1871 
 



SPRC News 
 
As SPRC Chair, I am saddened to say that we are losing our church Administrative Assistant, 
Cheryl Vaughan as she has secured a new place of employment with Kilpatrick Townsend and 
Stockton law firm in Winston-Salem.  We will celebrate with Cheryl as she advances in her    
career opportunity and wish her well in the new endeavor.  Cheryl previously worked with   
another law firm before taking the position at Ardmore UMC as Administrative Assistant. 
 
For the past two and a half years, Cheryl along with our other staff members has held us     
together as a church through some rough changes and challenges.  Cheryl is a devoted member 
of Mt. Tabor UMC, and hopefully we will continue to see her around here from time to time as 
she lives in the Ardmore neighborhood. 
 
We invite you to join us between the services on Sunday, August 4th as we thank Cheryl for 
her outstanding ministry with us.  Please come by Bob Martin Fellowship Hall following the 
10AM worship service to greet Cheryl. 
 
Peace and Blessings, 
Eddie Foster, SPRC Chair 
 
 
 
 
Dear Ardmore family,  
 
I clearly remember walking through the halls to meet the SPRC committee in September 
2021.  I left a law firm looking to take a break and find something that I could use my skills 
to make a difference.  God certainly answered that with a door open to different!  I was 
overwhelmed when I got the offer that evening and accepted the next day.  Working      
behind the church desk has brought so many unexpected blessings and understanding of 
church life good, bad and sometimes a little messy.  The staff has seen and experienced 
many of those chapters together in the past years.  I am fortunate to have had them as 
teammates throughout it all.  This work place became my second church family.  What a 
blessing!  Each event, encounter, experience has enriched my life.  I hope that I was able 
to pass on the grace you showed me to those who came in weary, looking for guidance and 
tired from life situations.  Even though you may see tears in my eyes as I say farewell, they 
are full of joy and I love you all BIG, with extra sparkles!  
 
Faith first, Cheryl 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

· Game Night 8/8 from 6:30-8:30pm in Bob Martin Hall 
· Event Team Meeting 8/17 at 9:30am Chapman house 
· Ardmore Greeter Meetings 8/18 after both services 
· The End of Summer Block Party 9/14. 



Congregational Concerns  
 
We pray for those who: 

 
Need healing:  Sylvia Caldwell, Jan Carter, Jane Click, Alice Dalton, Patrick Edenfield, Betty Frazier, 
Margaret Foster, Peggy Hall, Joanne Hamlet, Page Hartsell, Mavis Hedrick, Ruby Houlden, Cynthia Hulet, 
Alex Kern, Sara Knott, Elizabeth Martin, Charli Neal, Ken Norton, Darlene Owens, Sylvia Powell, Marilyn 
Reins, Harry Steele, Ralph (Tom) White, Sue Wilkinson and Jane Wooten. 
 
Who come to Our Father’s Table Food Pantry/Clothing Closet.   
 

    Need comfort: Ralph “Tom” White family, wife Sara passed away on July 10.  McAfee family, loss of         
Patra on July 28. 

 
 Who serve our country. 

 

8/1 
Lee Foster 
 
8/3 
Joe White 
 
8/4 
Karen Lawrence 
Caroline Williams 
 
8/6 
Tom Houston 
Ian O’Toole 
 
8/7 
Logan Collins 
Precious Mudiwa 
 
8/9 
Alice Dalton 
Pat Weaver 
 
8/10 
Josh Dalton 
Mitzie Kepley 

8/11 
Margaret Foster 
 
8/12 
Dillon Myers 
 
8/13 
Susan Jones 
 
8/14 
J.R. Snider 
 
8/17 
Ben Ward 
 
8/18 
Dawn Lewis 
Ken Blackburn 
Cindy Kern 
 
8/20 
Mary Margaret Lucas 
 
8/23 
Heather Vye 

8/24 
Jere Carter 
Peggy Haigler 
 
8/25 
Pat Stuart 
 
8/26 
Frances McDonald 
 
8/27 
Ann Combs 
Douglas Dyer 
Beaver Gary 
 
8/28 
Bradley Deaton 
 
8/31 
Jonathan Amos 
Marilyn Parker 
Nicole Stevens 
Sue Wilkinson 


