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Connecting   Again...   by   Rev.   Dr.   Matt   Farabow   

    
“I   am   the   vine;   you   are   the   branches.   If   you   remain   in   me   and   I   in   you,   you   will   bear   

much   fruit;   apart   from   me   you   can   do   nothing.”   John   15:5   
  

It   seems   like   years   and   years   since   we   were   last   able   to   gather   together   in-person   as   a   church.   I   
do   not   need   to   tell   you   how   tough   it   has   been   for   ALL   of   us.    It   appears,   however,   that   we   are   
finally   moving   in   a   positive   direction   and   closer   to   in-person   worship   and   activities   at   Ardmore.   
Our   staff   is    overjoyed   about   returning   to   some   semblance   of   normalcy   and   we   are   extremely   
excited   about   nurturing   new   ministries   with   you   all.    Below   you   will   find   the   proposed    What   
Does   ReOpening   Look   Like?    Information   for   your   perusal   as   we   move   in   that   direction.   
However,   as   things   have   always   been   this   past   year,     the   plan   is   subject   to   change .   It   is   our   
hope   to   return   to   some   semblance   of   normal   as   safely   as   possible   very   soon!   We   already   have   
begun   to   slowly   and   safely   open   up   activities   in-person,   and   we   look   forward   to   more   soon!!   
  

As   we   return   to   church   I   am   reminding   you   that   ALL   of   you   have   gifts,   graces   and   abilities   that   
the   church   needs!    Whether   it   is   in   your   musical   talents,   praying,   singing,   speaking,   sharing,   
teaching,   giving...Ardmore   needs   you   ALL   to   connect   with   us...again!    We   are   ALL   a   part   of   one   
another   and   an   essential   piece   to   God’s   ministry   here   at   this   wonderful   place.     
  

Jesus   said   in   John   15   that   he   was   the   vine   and   we   are   the   branches.    I   think   his   meaning   here   is   
that   if   we   stay   connected   to   him   and   to   each   other   we   will   produce   great   fruit.    We   cannot   do   it   
without   one   another   working   together.   This   past   year   plus   a   few   months   can   be   seen   as   a   time   
of   pruning   for   the   church...but   as   we   know   pruning   leads   to   stronger   roots   and   more   fruit.   
Getting   back   together   grants   us   wonderful   new   opportunities   to   do   just   that...produce   fruit.    That   
is   our   calling.   That   is   our   commission.    That   is   our   gift   back   to   God.    Connecting   again...I   can’t   
wait   to   see   you   all   soon!   
  
  

Grace   and   peace,   
Matt   
  
  
  
  
  
  

  



  

What   Does   Re-Opening   Look   Like?   
Phase   Two:    April   2021   

● Masks   and   physical   distancing   required   throughout   the   property   at   all   times.     
● Worship:     

○ Livestream   Worship   for   10am   and   11:15am     
○ Lay   readers   will   be   allowed   in   indoor   worship   services.     
○ Checkinz    registration   required   upon   arrival.   Volunteers   will   assist   check   in   

with   temperature   checks,   registration   for   contact   tracing,   asking   COVID-19   
Questions   (Have   you   been   around   anyone   with   COVID   or   tested   positive   
for   COVID   in   the   last   14   days?),   and   attendance.     

○ In   addition,   limited   worship   outdoors   will   be   allowed   for   Easter   Vigil   and   
Sunrise   Service.   

● Essential   day   to   day   operations,   giving/donations   (drive   thru   &   drop   off   only).     
○ In-person   Worship   Planning   and   practice   for   worship   leaders   
○ Food   Pantry   (drive-thru   pick-up   and   delivery)   
○ Office   hours   are   Monday   through   Thursday   9:00am   to   4:45   pm.     

● NEW   Additional   Guidelines   for   April:   
○ Outdoor   activities   under   100   people,   indoor   activities   under   25   people   may  

resume,   which   includes   weekday/night   small   groups   &   committee   
meetings.     

■ Weekday/night   small   groups   (United   Methodist   Men,   United   
Methodist   Women   Circles,   Stitchers,   Young   at   Heart,   Connect   
Youth,   Connect   Kids,   Wednesday   studies)   and   committees   must   
schedule   their   activities   with   the   Church   Administrator,   Brandi   
Baran   ( admin@ardmoreumc.org )   

■ Checkinz    registration   required   upon   arrival   or   sign-in   sheet   for   
specific   groups   with   contact   tracing,   COVID   questions,   and   
temperature   checks.    

■ Persons   on   site   are   asked   to   only   utilize   the   Unisex   Restroom   on   
the   2nd   floor   of   the   West   wing.   

  
Phase   Three:    May   2021   

● Masks   and   physical   distancing   required   throughout   the   property   at   all   times.     
● Essential   day   to   day   operations,   giving/donations   (drive   thru   &   drop   off   only).     

○ In-person   Worship   Planning   and   practice   for   worship   leaders   
○ Food   Pantry   (drive-thru   pick-up   and   delivery)   
○ Office   hours   are   Monday   through   Thursday   9:00am   to   4:45   pm.   

● NEW   Additional   Guidelines   for   May:     
○ Worship:   

■ Livestream   only   for   10   am   worship   service   with   additional   Lay   
Readers   in   place.     

■ In   person   worship   for   11:15   am   worship   outdoors   (under   100   
people   per   CDC   and   Governor   Cooper   guidelines).     

■ Volunteers   will   assist   check   in   with   temperature   checks,   registration   
for   contact   tracing,   asking   COVID-19   Questions   (Have   you   been   
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around   anyone   with   COVID   or   tested   positive   for   COVID   in   the   last   
14   days?),   and   attendance   or    Checkinz    registration   required.     

○ Sunday   morning   small   groups   (Sunday   School/Unity   Groups)   may   resume   
■ All   groups   (Sunday   School,   Unity   Groups,   and   all   listed   in   Phase   2)   

must   schedule   their   activities   with   the   Church   Administrator,   Brandi   
Baran   ( admin@ardmoreumc.org )     

■ Checkinz    registration   required   upon   arrival   or   sign-in   sheet   for   
specific   groups   with   contact   tracing,   COVID   questions,   and   
temperature   checks.    

■ Persons   on   site   are   asked   to   only   utilize   the   Unisex   Restroom   on   
the   2nd   floor   of   the   West   wing.   

  
Phase   Four:    June   2021   

● Masks   and   physical   distancing   required   throughout   the   property   at   all   times.     
● Essential   day   to   day   operations,   giving/donations   (drive   thru   &   drop   off   only).     

○ In-person   Worship   Planning   and   practice   for   worship   leaders   
○ Food   Pantry   (drive-thru   pick-up   and   delivery)   
○ Office   hours   are   Monday   through   Thursday   9:00am   to   4:45   pm.   

● NEW   Additional   Guidelines   for   June:     
○ Worship:     

■ In-person   worship   services   at   10   am   in   Sanctuary   and   11:15   am   in   
Chapel.     

■ Both   with   limited   capacity   numbers.     
● Sanctuary   physical   distancing   limited   to   100   people   

downstairs   and   68   upstairs   or   30%   of   total   capacity   is   131.     
● Chapel   limited   to   50   people   physically   distanced   or   30%   

capacity   is   30   people.     
■ Volunteers   will   assist   check   in   with   temperature   checks,   registration   

for   contact   tracing,   asking   COVID-19   Questions   (Have   you   been   
around   anyone   with   COVID   or   tested   positive   for   COVID   in   the   last   
14   days?)   and   attendance.     

  
Phase   Five:    TBD   

● Masks   and   physical   distancing   required   throughout   the   property   at   all   times.     
● Worship:   

○ Continue   from   Phase   4   
● NEW   Additional   Guidelines   for   Phase   5:   

○ Limited   numbers   in   areas   such   as   Food   Pantry   &   Clothing   Closet,   
Scouting,   Swahili   Church,   Nursery,   and   any   other   areas   of   ministry,   
mission   and   Christian   Education.     

○ Church   food   and   drink   will   not   be   currently   offered   for   some   time.     
  

Phase   Six:    TBD      
● All   Sunday   School,   Ardmore   Kids   during   worship,   Nursery,   Worship   without   

capacity   limits,   Food   Pantry,   Scouting,   Swahili   Church,   Clothing   Closet,   Church   
Meals   and   so   very   much   more!!!     
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The   Altar   Guild   wishes   to   express   appreciation   for   all   who   gave   and   those   whose   lives   
were   honored   and   sanctified   by   the   giving   of   the   Easter   Calla   Lilies.    If   you   have   not   already   
done   so,   these   beautiful   flowers   will   bring   you   years   of   enjoyment   when   planted   in   part   
shade   or   full   sun.    They   love   sunshine   and   take   little   to   no   attention.    Calla   Lilies   simply   
delight   in   you   enjoying   their   long   lasting   summer   flowers   and   beautiful   leaves.   If   you   choose   
to   plant   them   in   containers,   happy   they   will   be.    Unlike   the   Easter   lily   their   leaves   will   not   turn   
yellow   and   fall   to   the   ground   after   they   bloom.    Calla   lilies   pride   themselves   in   their   beautiful   
green   or   speckled   leaves   for   the   entire   warm   season.    Come   fall   their   leaves   will   turn   yellow   
and   wish   to   be   simply   removed.    Like   other   bulb   flowers   the   splendor   will   rise   again   when   
late   spring   turns   to   summer.    Thank   you   all   for   the   giving,   planting   and   future   long   time   
enjoyment   of   these   beautiful   plants.    “He   is   Risen.    He   is   risen   indeed!"   

  
  
 
  
  
  
  

  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  



  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  


